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USFSP to Celebrate Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr This Month

Friday, Jan. 6

New Year Begins
With Special Events
A Note From the Regional
Chancellor

From left: Dr. Juanita Fountain, left, Regional Chancellor
Sophia Wisniewska, center, and Dr. Bill Heller, right,
celebrated with students during the January 2016 parade.

The offices at USF St. Petersburg will be closed on
Monday, Jan. 16 in observance of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr Day.
As part of the celebration, students, staff and faculty are
invited to participate in St. Petersburg's new Dream Big
Parade at 11 a.m. Participants must arrive at Spa Beach
by 9:30 a.m. (look for a USFSP delegation) or they can
meet with other USFSP staff and students in the Student
Life Center at 9 a.m. and walk together as a group. Be
sure to wear your green and gold!
For more information, contact Javier Gonzalez.
MLK Awards Banquet Jan. 19
The celebration of King's legacy will continue on
Thursday, Jan. 19, when USFSP's Office of Multicultural
Affairs will host the 2017 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr
Awards Banquet at 8 p.m. in the University Student
Center ballroom.
The event celebrates and honors the sacrifices and
contributions made by USFSP students, faculty, staff and
alumni who promote or exemplify King's spirit through
community service, social justice and/or civil rights.
Learn more about the banquet and submit any award
nominations by 5 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 12.

Emergency Phone System Upgrade
USFSP is upgrading the existing
Blue Emergency Phone system to
enhance campus safety. The new
phones will utilize Voice over Internet
Protocol (VoIP) technology that is
expected to meet current needs
while also facilitating future
expansions into new technologies.
The installation process will continue
Chief David Hendry
through January, and there may be
some noise disruptions as the
installers work on each building.
In light of any potential service disruptions, Chief Hendry
recommends that all employees add the UPD telephone
number, 727-873-4140, to their cell phones. Dial 911 for
any emergencies.
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Happy New
Year! I hope
that, like
me, you
enjoyed the
holiday
break and
had a chance to rest and
re-energize! We start the
semester with some
meaningful events.
In celebration of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr Day on Jan.
16, the university offices will
be closed. I'll be participating
in the St. Petersburg MLK
Parade and invite you to walk
with me. This annual
voluntary event is one of the
largest MLK parades in the
country, and I know from
previous years that it is a
great way to share our
USFSP pride with the
community.
The very next day, we invite
the community to join us on
campus for a Ribbon-Cutting
ceremony for Lynn Pippenger
Hall. The new home of the
Kate Tiedemann College of
Business will officially be
"open for business!" The
ceremony will be held at
11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan.
17, at the Third Street South
entrance. The four-story
building boasts more than
68,000 square feet of
classroom, office and
common spaces. Join me to
celebrate this momentous
occasion.
Before we get too deep into
the semester and our
calendars fill up, please hold
9 a.m. on Thursday, April 13
for the Vision 20/20 Town
Hall in the USC Ballroom. I
look forward to a lively
discussion about our
progress.
Best wishes for a productive
and successful spring
semester!
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Learn more about the phone system upgrade.

Meet Devon
Dittelberger
Coordinator, Compass
First-Year Experience

Human Resources Info to Know
New Employee Orientation
Thursday, Jan. 26
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Learn more about the training and topics that will be
covered. RSVP now to Tami Floodine.

Bay-to-Bay Symposium Tickets
Available

The USFSP community is invited to the second annual
USFSP Bay to Bay Learning Symposium from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Friday Feb. 10.
This year's theme will highlight the collaboration,
communication, and technology skills that our graduating
students will need to succeed in the workplace of
tomorrow. The event will include active learning
exercises to demonstrate how to incorporate these
important skills while teaching core content.
Learn more and reserve your tickets online today, as
tickets are limited.

Faculty Accolades, Achievements
Dr. Steve Diasio , faculty of Management, recently
spoke at the International Society for Professional
Innovation Management (ISPIM) conference in Malaysia
-- one of the world's leading conferences on innovation.
He presented research on "Learning from Open
Innovation Contests: Exploring Problem-Solvers and
Solution-Seeking Firms."
Dr. V. Mark Durand, professor of Psychology in the
College of Arts and Sciences, recently released the
eighth edition of his textbook "Abnormal Psychology: An
Integrative Approach." This month, Durand will begin his
term as President-Elect Designate of Division 33 in the
American Psychological Association. The division is
focused on Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities/Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).
Elizabeth Herrmann , assistant professor of Graphic
Design, recently had a poster, entitled "Orlando Strong,"
that was selected by a competitive jury and was
displayed in the International Poster Festival in
Shenzhen, China. Of the thousands of entries received,
only a few were selected for exhibition. The poster was
displayed at th e Shenzhen Guan Shanyue Art Museum.
Dr. Varol Kayhan, associate professor of Information
Systems, and Dr. Alison Watkins, professor of
Information Systems & Decision Sciences in the Kate
Tiedemann College of Business, teamed up with faculty
and a graduate student from the USF Muma College of
Business to create a system for real-time predictions of
the outcomes of NBA basketball games. Their design
won the "best prototype" award at the prestigious
Workshop on Information Technology and Systems in
Dublin, Ireland.
Dr. Joan Reid, assistant professor of Criminology in the
College of Arts, recently published "Human Trafficking of
Minors and Childhood Adversity in Florida" in the
American Journal of Public Health. The article examines
the link between human trafficking of minors and
childhood adversity, finding that maltreated youths are
more susceptible to exploitation in human trafficking.

In his role,
Dittelberger
oversees the
development
and
assessment
of all
first-year
programming.
Compass helps to promote
student retention and offers
Peer Coaching services to
freshman students. Help us
direct students to their Peer
Coaches and Peer Coach
Leaders for assistance.

Compass Office
Seeks Volunteers for
Peer Coach
Interviews
The Compass First-Year
Experience Office will
interview candidates for the
student Peer Coach and
Programming Team member
positions Jan. 17-20.
Complete this survey to show
your availability. The survey
must be completed by
Tuesday, Jan. 10.
Volunteers will facilitate the
group interview activities,
observe candidates during
the interviews, and provide
feedback about each
candidate to Compass staff.
Email Devon Dittelberger
with any questions.

Faculty Receive
Quality Matters
Certifications
Congratulations to two faculty
members who recently
received Quality Matters
(QM) certifications for their
online courses.
Dr. Rebecca Harris,
instructor of Economics in the
Kate Tiedemann College of
Business, received the
certification for her course
Environmental Economics
(ECP 3302).
Dr. Christina Salnaitis,
instructor of Psychology in
the College of Arts and
Sciences, received the
certification for her course
Cognitive Psychology (EXP
4680).

Join Us on Social

Dr. Lisa Starks, professor of English, recently published
"Julius Caesar, Ovidian Transformation and the Martyred
Body on the Early Modern Stage," in the book collection
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Julius Caesar: A Critical Reader, edited by Andrew
James Hartley and published by Bloomsbury Arden
Shakespeare.
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